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 Basic Concepts Programme (BCP) 

Test of Basic Concepts Knowledge (TBCK) Results: Meta-Analysis 

 

The data below is based on 3150 learners who were tested using the Test of Basic Concepts 

Knowledge (TBCK) in 14 projects over the past 14 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KEY TO INTERPRET TBCK SCORES: 
0-10: Very Weak  | 11-17: Weak | 18-24: Average to Strong 

 

Learners who participated in the BCP in Grade R were on average found to be 

school ready (18,35), while learners who did not participate in the programme 

in the control group were on average found not to be school ready (14,84).  



 

 

Basic Concepts Programme (BCP) 

Test of Basic Concepts Knowledge (TBCK) Results: Meta-Analysis 

 

The actual number (expressed as a percentage) of learners found to be school prepared for 

school learning in the control and BCP intervention group. 

 

67% of the learners who participated in the BCP in Grade R were found to be 

school prepared as opposed to 30% of learners who were not exposed to the 

programme. These results indicate that learners who were exposed to the BCP 

were more than twice as likely to be school prepared than those who were 

not exposed to the programme. 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Control Learners: School
Prepared (n=1985)

BCP Intervention Learners:
School Prepared (n=1165)

Series1 30% 67%

30% 

67% 

Meta Analysis TBCK for Grade 1 Learners (2007-2020):  
Percentage of children who are school prepared 


