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1. Introduction

The Etafeni Day Centre Trust has recently started to implement the Basic Concepts Programme in all groups, from the youngest (ranging from              6 months to 2 years old) to the oldest (ranging from 5 to 6 years old). It is proposed that learners who have started the programme this year (2012) be tracked when they are in Grade 1 to determine the efficacy of the intervention process. Tracking the younger groups of learner when they reach Grade 1 will also allow an assessment of the cumulative effect of the programme over       4 years. These results will be compared with the baseline data collected in Grade 1 at Linge Primary School in May 2012.
2. Method
Baseline data was gathered from a class of Grade 1 learners at the Linge Primary School in Nyanga. Linge Primary is the main feeder school for the Etafeni Day Care Centre Trust (EDCT). The test instrument, designed to gauge school preparedness at the start of the year, was administered towards the end of the second term (mid-year 2012) and the results should therefore be interpreted accordingly. The EDCT learners currently receiving intervention (Basic Concepts Programme) in Grade R will be assessed at the same time next year in Grade 1. The results of the learners who have received intervention will be compared with the baseline results. 
3. Test Instrument: Test of Basic Concepts Knowledge (L. Benjamin, 2005)
This is a screening test designed to assess the understanding of basic concepts. The test assesses learners’ knowledge of the following                    6 conceptual systems:- colour, shape, size, position, number and letter. It was designed for the assessment of learner preparedness for formal school learning in Grade 1 at the start of the year. Some validity data on the test has found it to be a predictor of scholastic performance of Grade 1 learners (Benjamin, 2009a, 2009b, 2011).  
4. Results
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Key to interpret scores:

Very weak: 0-10
 Weak: 11-17

 Average: 18-20

 Strong to Very Strong: 21-24

The results indicate that half (52%) of the Grade 1 learners assessed in this class were considered prepared for school learning by May 2012. 48% of learners were not regarded as prepared for Grade 1 at this time of the year. Overall, learners performed slightly below average (mean score of 17) on this test. There was only one learner who was considered above average (with a score of 21). No differences were found in the scores of male and female learners. The sub-test results that were most concerning were those for knowledge of shape, position, and letter concepts.  The other sub-test results could be considered reasonably satisfactory (colour, size and number).
5. Conclusion
The test results found that half of the learners were not to be prepared for learning in Grade 1. It was also of concern that the large majority of learners were either found not to have developed adequate conceptual knowledge or that this knowledge was still relatively weak at this stage of the year. The classroom teacher would be challenged by having at least two distinctive learner groupings in her class – one considered functioning on a Grade 1 level at the start of the year, while the other might still be considered to be a pre-Grade 1 group requiring more preparation for formal learning.
Additional Notes:-

i) Average age of learners at the time of testing was 6.8 years, with an age range of between 6-8 years.
ii) There were 4 learners who were repeating Grade 1 in the class.

iii) 3 learners were absent on the day of testing.
iv) There were 13 male learners and 18 female learners in the class.
v) There are three Grade 1 classes at this school. The class that was tested was randomly selected.
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