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Course Description
The course aims to:-
1. Inform and consolidate primary school teachers’ understanding of mediational teaching as a tool to engage children in interactive learning, meaning making, transcendent and higher order learning. 
 
2. Develop an understanding of how to apply mediational teaching to the curriculum. 
Learning Outcomes

The course will equip the participants:-
· with knowledge and understanding of the main components of mediational teaching: -
i) teacher as mediator 
ii) learner as mediatee
iii) content/task to be mediated
iv) affective-motivational aspects
· with basic mediational skills that can be applied in the classroom:-
i) process questioning
ii) bridging
iii) teaching about rules
iv) challenging and requiring justifications

· to apply knowledge and skills about mediation to the curriculum, taking into consideration:-
i) content,
ii) modality of task and
iii) thinking required.
Criteria For Assessment

The participants will be required to demonstrate understanding of the: -
· theoretical foundations of a mediational teaching approach

· main components of a mediational teaching interaction and how this differs from a non-mediated teaching encounter
· skills and strategies that are required to mediate curriculum-based content
Assessment:

· Assessment will be by means of a multiple choice questionnaire requiring a selection of single and/or multiple answers for each question.
· Partial and complete scores are awarded: 1= partial answer and 2 = fully correct answer. The structure of the test: 10 x 2 = 20.
Course Requirement and Duration:

Participants are required to attend one compulsory coursework session (6hrs) and will be assessed directly after the course (2hrs). The multiple choice questionnaires will be examined and reviewed at UCT and externally moderated. Accredited certificates will be given to those who fulfil the Criteria for Assessment as explained above.
Course Structure: 

Topics to be covered
· The difference between direct instruction and mediated learning interactions
· The evolution of learning theories: behaviourism →   constructivism → social constructivism
· The mediated learning formula and the design of a mediated learning interaction: test – teach – test 
· Defining mediated learning and the characteristics/qualities of a mediated learning environment

· The affective-motivational aspects of a mediated learning interaction – the human as mediator
· Core strategies and mechanisms used by mediators
· Embedding mediated learning in curriculum content
· The value of mediated learning interactions

No of hours: 6 hrs

Required Readings and Resources:
1. Abel, L.; Brettany, E.; Green, L.; Lomofsky, L.; et al (2001). Better Thinking Better Learning. Chapter 1, Western Cape Department of Education, Cape Town.
2. Benjamin, L. (2009). Mediational Teaching Checklist.
3. Feuerstein, R.; Minsker, Y.; & Ben Schachar, N. (1993). Mediated Learning Experience (MLE). Pg. 2 -17, Hadassah Wizo Canada Research Institute, Jerusalem.

4. Haywood, C.H. (1993). A Mediational Teaching Style. International Journal of Cognitive Education. Vol. 3, No. 1.
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