THE BASIC CONCEPTS PROGRAMME

A Programme Developed By:
Louis Benjamin, Ph.D.

A metacognitive programme for young
chlldren who experience leaming difficullies
In the Foundation Phase
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How much support do these children/learners require?




e es rly years, our
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Robert L. Ehrlich




Don't be fooled by the age of the kids!



HOW WOULD YOU TEACH THESE CHILDREN?
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HOW WOULD YOU TEACH THESE CHILDREN?
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HOW WQOULD YOU TEACH THESE CHILDREN?

In the same way?

NO!!




WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

 Background

e Culture

* Religion
 Language

e Socio-emotional
e Socio-economic

* Physical and developmental
» Life experience
» Educational experience

 Material resources

PREPARATION FOR SCHOOL LEARNING










Children who come to educative
experiences with very different
experiences need approaches which

reflect an understanding
of these differences!



BASIC CONCEPTS PROGRAMME

lhree components:. -

1 Vieadiatienalsheaching
2. Teaching Model

3. Common Core Conceptual Language




MEDIATIONAL TEACHING
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BASIC CONCEPTS PROGRAMME

hree components:

1. Mediational Teaching
2. Teaching Model

3. Common Core Conceptual Language







BASIC CONCEPTS PROGRAMME
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CONTENT OF THE
BASIC CONCEPTS PROGRAMME
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LOWER ORDER CONCEPTS
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‘There is agreement that to have an
understanding of developmental psychology, to
be able to respond to the astonishing range of
the exploratory young mind and to make those
responses accessible whilst structuring and
extending the next stage of development takes
extraordinary talent. Yes, most definitely.’

(2002, Tony Bertram and Chris Pascal)



“Two of my focus group learners are now able touse  full, construl ctive sentences
when|speaking In class. They are able to identifyya  nd remember t he concepts
taught te them..

| have a girl called  Lifile Vahala who couldinet speak Englishrat all. After
Implementing the BCP'she has developed seme English vecabulanya nd is eager
to speak. *

‘Mu-ain was very slow ter complete hisiwerk. He Is eager 1o Come ontoith e mat to
do the BCP. His speaking and concentration levelsith: =~ ave increased: a lot.’

“This has Just boested the learning in the class ... It makes the leaning| precess

7

fiunifor the learners. lfcan see ... the vast Improvement inithe Intervention group.

“Three ol my target greup: leanmers are now: able toil. e placed in m Yy second group.
(Even with) their language problem they are now abl e to grasp ce neepts better.

‘The learners developed confidence because at first they did not even want te talk
I class, but now they can talk ... and alse have a (better hand) grip: ... (their)
motor skills have developed ’

‘Children respond and participate more freely in oth er discussion; S.*

‘My learners * language has developed. Most of them have become cor  nfident and
independent ... Leamers whoe were extremely weak have greatly improe:  ved and
nave (mgved) up te my. first group. Their reasening and thinking| skills have
Improved.




“They are eager toiwoerk and they are more at ease tor  speak and he lp the slewer
learner.

‘Learners * minds have opened to perceiving things in detaill

‘Learners started to interact moere. Language started to/improve ... they ane
confident to answer guestions within the group and classreom. °

‘All learners in my class enjoy the  programme . Strenger learners help or
encourage slower learners. LLearmers ane able to ver  balize better . Programme
helpsiwithr ether leaming areas.

‘One of my Xhosa learners wihe could not speak a woerd ofi Englishii as new.
acguired vocabulany threugh the BCP. Ihave seen ser  me pregress I nireading and
mathematics with seme pupils.

‘Learners who would never talk are new: starting to articipate (v erbally).
Introverted learners are new: starting to participat e in lessons.

‘Seme o my learners who are in the BCP. ... it has helped them to speak ... Seme
didn *t want te speak, but now: they can (and) they are so Interested | n the BCP.




For More Information
Contact Dr. Louis Benjamin

Tel: 021- 797 9110
Cell: 084 857 87 63

Email: louisben@iafrica.com

Website: www.basicconcepts.co.za




