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Thinking Start @ Floreat Primary

Baseline Test Scores For Grade 1 to Grade 3 learners 
(November, 2014)
Purpose and Method:

The data was gathered from a representative sample of learners in the Foundation Phase (Grades 1 to 3) at Floreat Primary. 
The data gathered at the start of the project will be used to monitor the annual performance of learners during the project (2015-2018). 
Two tests were administered to learners in the Foundation Phase :-
· Word Test: An open-ended test where learners write as many words as they can in 15minutes. The scores reflect the total number of words written after the incorrectly spelt words and ‘non-sense’ words (that is, those words that do not make sense or have been repeated) have been subtracted from the total word score.  A control group was selected from an independent WCED school in Metro South Education District (MSED) with a higher socio economic status.
· Ballard One Minute Addition and Subtraction Test: This is an age and grade normed test for South African children. The test assesses the automaticity of learners to solve basic addition and subtraction problems.
The tests give a general indication of the learners’ overall literacy and numeracy proficiency.
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Figure 1: Comparing Baseline Word Test Scores For 

Floreat Primary and Control School X (2014)

Floreat Primary (n=12) Control School X (n=12)


The results of the learners from Floreat were significantly lower than those of their peers from the control school on this test. Whereas the results of the learners from Grade 1 and Grade 3 at Floreat were on average 26 points lower than those of their peers at the control school (1.5 year delay), the Grade 2s were functioning on average 38 points below their peers (2.5 year delay). 
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Figure 2: Baseline Addition and Subtraction 

Scores For Floreat Primary (2014)

Floreat Primary Norm  Scores


The addition and subtraction results for the Grade 1 and Grade 2 learners were significantly lower than the norm scores. The Grade 1 learners were functioning on a Grade 1 (start of the year) level for addition, while they were on a Pre-school level for subtraction. The Grade 2 learners were functioning on a Grade 1 3rd term level for addition and on a Grade 1 level for subtraction. The Grade 3 learners were functioning marginally below the score expected of a learner in the same grade for addition and subtraction.
Conclusion:

The results in general for both the Word and Ballard Tests reveal significant backlogs in the scholastic functioning of the learners from Floreat Primary. The learners were approximately 1- to 1.5 years below grade level on both tests. This is with the exception of the Ballard results (Addition and Subtraction) for the Grade 3 learners whose scores were marginally below the norm scores. It would be interesting to identify the reasons for their relatively good performance on Ballard and if these results generalize to their overall mathematical performance. 
These baseline results together with data from the Provincial Diagnostic Testing of the Grade 3s should provide adequate baseline information with which to compare learners’ future performance.
