THE BASIC CONCEPTS
PROGRAMME

A Metacognitive Programme For Young Children Who
Experience Barriers Towards Learning In The Foundation Phase

| A Programme Developed By:
Louis Benjamin, Ph.D.

Tel: 021 797 9110
Cell: 084 857 8763
Website: www.basicconcepts.co.za

Email: info@basicconcepts.co.za
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The BASIC CONCEPTS PROGRAMME (BCP)
is a comprehensive, developmental intervention
programme for young children who have
experienced significant educational disruptions
and come from disadvantaged communities.

While the BCP assists teachers to develop an
unique interactive and language-based approach
to teaching, learners are equipped to develop
critical language concepts and cognitive skills for
school learning.



CONTENT OF THE

BASIC CONCEPTS PROGRAMME
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Concepts do
N far more than organize
Information efficiently
In memory and assist with

the development of language.
Concepts help to promote the
child’s cognitive
development.
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Role of Basic Concepts in
Development & Learning

Knowledge of basic conceptual systems is an

indicator of:-

e school achievement,

e cognitive ability,

e school readiness, and

e children who are at risk of school failure.
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Test of Basic Concepts Knowledge:
Comparing Control and Intervention Results In Seven BCP Projects
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Trained over 2500 educators
Reached children in about 1000 schools
BCP is registered with SACE

Projects are mostly run with children from

poor socio-economic environments



The Basic Concepts Programme Is
particularly effective for learners who have:

sgaps in their knowledge of basic concepts and
poor vocabulary development

sreceptive and expressive language difficulties
sinformation processing difficulties

sworking memory difficulties

«attention and concentration difficulties

*motor planning difficulties

*low levels of intrinsic motivation
self-regulation difficulties

low self-confidence

*school learning difficulties (eg: reading, writing,

mathematics)



& TEACHER COMMENTS ABOUT THE BASIC CONCEPTS PROGRAMME

‘They are eager to work and they are more at ease to speak and help the slower learner.’
‘Learners’ minds have opened to perceiving things in detail.’

‘Learners started to interact more. Language started to improve ... they are confident to
answer questions within the group and classroom.’

‘All learners in my class enjoy the programme. Stronger learners help or encourage
slower learners. Learners are able to verbalize better. Programme helps with other
learning areas.’

‘One of my Afrikaans learners who could not speak a word of English has now acquired
vocabulary through the BCP. | have seen some progress in reading and mathematics with
some pupils.’

‘Learners who would never talk are now starting to participate (verbally). Introverted
learners are now starting to participate in lessons.’

‘Some of my learners who are in the BCP ... it has helped them to speak ... Some didn’t
want to speak, but now they can (and) they are so interested in the BCP’
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BASIC CONCEPTS IN ACTION




: Basic Concepts Programme S—

Materials =

File

ining
BC Posters

Mediator Manual

Tra

A TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR
NORTHERNI CAPE DEPARTMENT: OF EDUCATION

(2019-2024)

Louls Benjamin PH.D

& Bosic Concepts

Set 1: 75 Blocks

Set 2: 120 Interlocking Cubes

Set 3: 90 Pegs + 5 Position Boards
Set 4: 13 Magnetic Numbers

Set 5: 26 Magnetic Letters
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BASIC CONCPETS PROGRAMME
Follow us on Social Media
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Basic Concepts Unlimited provides specialized educational ( ( ’ Y i
services to the Early Childhood Development sector, N : B
schools and educational practitioners working with young / \
children, particularly in the Foundation Phase (Grade R -
Grade 3). f
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“Children learn best when engaged appropriately by a caring human .
being who can access their language, feelings, ideas, imagination and The Basic Concepts Programme is basically the same as Vygotsky's Zone of Bas' C concepts Prog ramme
energy and this requires a unique set of relational skills and knowledge Proximal Development. It is a way of teaching... it gives individuals a way to 255 followers « 173 following

of how the young child learns.” structure their thinking and reasoning.

(Louis Benjamin, 2005) Mitchelfs Plain Primary School, Noveriber. 2015 Q.@ng-@. pilneney R
http://www.basicconcepts.co.za https://www.facebook.com/basicconceptsl

LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/in/louis-benjamin-al1145116/

Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/basic.concepts.foundation/
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Basic Concepts

@basicconceptsi

Supporting quality teaching and effective learning in Early Childhood and Foundation
Phase classrooms in South Africa.
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View Our New Video About Our Work
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BASIC CONCEPTS IS SUPPORTED BY:
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