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Introduction:
This report will present a summary of the scholastic and basic concepts results of Grade 5s a year after the termination of the project.  These learners have been tested annually since 2003. The results of testing will be compared with the learners’ test results since 2004 (when the same learners were in Grade 2). The Grade 5 results will also be compared with the norm scores for learners in Grade 5 (i.e. the expected scores for learners in Grade 5). For more information regarding the test battery and the project, please refer to the ‘Project Evaluation’ submitted to the Hantam Community Education Trust in 2006.
Sample – 
Follow-up of Grade 5 learners

	Year
	Grade 
	Number of learners

	2004
	2
	6

	2005
	3
	9

	2006
	4
	10

	2007
	5
	10


The results of the same learners who participated in the Language and Basic Concepts project from Grade 2 to Grade 5 (2003-2007) will be compared. 
Results –
Scholastics

                                                 Figure 1
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Comparing the scholastic scores of learners: Grade 2- Grade 5 (2004-2007)
Reading:
The reading scores (2004-2005 & 2005-2006 & 2006-2007) have improved by the following number of points: 20.3 ;  6.7 ; 14.3 respectively.

Spelling:
The spelling scores (2004-2005 & 2005-2006 & 2006-2007) have improved by the following number of points: 10.4 ;  7.8 ;  8.4 respectively.

Addition:

The addition scores (2004-2005 & 2005-2006 & 2006-2007) have improved by the following number of points: 6.2 ;  5.2 ;  0.1 respectively.

Subtraction:

The subtraction scores (2004-2005 & 2005-2006 & 2006-2007) have improved/declined by the following number of points: 3.3 ;  6.9 ;  -0.1 respectively.

Mean Score Total
The mean score for learners (2004-2005 & 2005-2006 & 2006-2007) has improved by the following number of points: 40.1 ; 26.6 ; 22.3 respectively.
Figure 2
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Comparison of Grade 5 and the Norms Scores 
Reading: 

The reading scores were found to be marginally above Grade level: these learners were on average 1.0 point above grade level, while the same learners were on average 10.8 points below grade level in 2004.
Spelling: 

The spelling scores were found to be below Grade level: these learners were on average 15.1 point below grade level, while the same learners were on average 14.2 points below grade level in 2004.

.

Addition: 

The addition scores were found to be marginally below Grade level: these learners were on average 1.7 points below grade level, while the same learners were on average 0.7 points below grade level in 2004.

Subtraction: 

The subtraction scores were found to be marginally below Grade level: these learners were on average 1.0 point below grade level, while the same learners were on average 1.7 points below grade level in 2004.

Norm Score Total:

The norm score total for the Grade 5 learners was found to be below Grade level: these learners were on average 16.8 points below grade level, whereas the same learners were on average 27.4 points below grade level in 2004.

Basic Concept Knowledge


[image: image3]
Comparison of learners from 2004-2007
The Boehm scores (2004-2005 & 2005-2006 & 2006-2007) have improved by the following number of points: 4.31 ;   4.39 ;  0.4 respectively.
Interpretation of Results
There was a consistent improvement in the scholastic and basic concept knowledge scores of the Grade 5 learners from the start to the end of the project (i.e. from 2003-2006). These improvements have been maintained one year after the project (2007) in all areas except subtraction. The area of greatest improvement was reading (14.3). Spelling scores also continued to improve (by 8.4 points). The mean addition scores were marginally up from 2006 (by 0.1 points) while subtraction scores declined marginally (by 0.1 points). It should however be noted that learners were approximating the norm scores expected of Grade 5 learners for addition and subtraction. It was found that the learners where marginally above grade level for reading and marginally below grade level for addition and subtraction. The spelling of learners remained below Grade level, however these learners were spelling on a Grade 5, term 1-2 level. The mean improvement in the scholastic scores (2006-2007) of the learners was comparable to the intervention stage of the project (2005-2006). There was a marginal improvement (0.1) in the learners’ knowledge of basic conceptual systems. There only remain on average another 3 concepts that need to be learnt for the learners to attain a full score on this test.
Conclusion

The results of this follow-up testing indicate that learners have maintained and in most cases improved on their 2006 scores. They are approximating the mean scores expected of Grade 5 learners. The only area that still remains a concern is the spelling of the learners, which is within one year of Grade level. Although these results are encouraging, I would caution against over interpretation, as these tests can only provide an indication of how the learners performed on this test battery. At this advanced stage of learning learners need not only know how to spell and read, but also to comprehend and produce a text.
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