Systematic Concept Teaching (SCT) in Troms, Norway:
How to prevent and remediate learning difficulties
Dr. Andreas Hansen
The Systematic Concept Teaching-pedagogy will be implemented in 8 Municipalities in the Troms area in Norway, in a project lasting for 3 years (2013-2016).
Systematic Concept Teaching (SCT) using a Concept Teaching Model (CTM) can positively change children’s prerequisites for learning and increase their motivation for learning. All children can benefit from this approach.

Background:
SCT refers to the systematic teaching of Basic Conceptual Systems (BCSs – colour, shape, size, position, place, direction, surface, pattern, direction, number, time etc.) and related basic concepts, which are made explicit by means of oral language skills. 
BCS and related concepts are taught using the SCT approach - developed by the late professor Magne Nyborg (1927-1996) at Oslo University, Norway. Nyborg worked mainly with children and youth with intellectual disabilities, especially those within the IQ-range of 50 to 70. Dr. Andreas Hansen has extended the application of the CTM to children and youth with typical as well as atypical intellectual functioning within the ordinary school system in Norway. 

The SCT approach aims to help children with negative learning experiences to develop positive expectations towards learning. It also aims to teach them to direct their attention and to enhance their Short Term Memory/Working Memory by consciously applying conceptual language (while using both external as well as internalized private speech). The approach also assists to develop an awareness of the role of language as a tool for thinking and problem solving in children. SCT helps children to develop a precise and de-contextualized language for communication, thinking and learning in the classroom. 
A project in Mid-Troms County, Norway
A project on SCT has recently started that will span over three years (2013-2016) in           8 municipalities in Troms County in North Norway. This is in collaboration between the authorities of the municipalities and National Support System for Special Education in Norway, represented by Andreas Hansen and May-Eli Johansen. Preschool, Grade 1 and 2 teachers will receive an 8-day training course on SCT, phonological awareness and learning strategies as a basis for teaching language, reading, writing, mathematics and other school subjects. The same course will be repeated over two years to ensure that all teachers receive the training. Teacher-assistants will receive a shortened version of the training over three days each year. Andreas Hansen and May-Eli Johansen will do research on the effects of SCT over the three years.   
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